Southern Nevada Early Childhood Advisory Council
Minutes from October 15, 2025– Virtual Meeting
List of attendees provided at the end of the minutes
	1. [bookmark: _Hlk138161429]Welcome & Introductions


The meeting began with a welcome greeting from Amanda Haboush-Deloye. Members gave brief introductions of themselves and their agency/organization. 

	2. Strong Start Updates


[bookmark: _Hlk143170475]Advocacy Ambassadors
· Annette Dawson Owens provided an update on the current cohort of ambassadors. They are currently wrapping up and have their last meeting this month. 
· CAANV has a new Executive Director – Elisa Cafferata. 

Clark County Youth Mayor 
· Six candidates ran for Youth Mayor – 3 were from one school and their principal bussed students out to the event (Pinecrest, not sure which campus)!
· 80 youth voted. 
· Sofia won the election!

17th Annual Step Up for Kids Event 2024 
· October 11th, 9am-12pm Pearson Community Center. The space worked out well!
· Had 36 partners attend including the county elections office to provide a voting machine demonstration.
· Commissioner covered the cost of food!
· Had approximately 180 attendees (not including vendors). We still have difficulty raising attendance. Facebook will not boost ads about Step Up since it gets flagged as not allowed since we discuss voting/election (for Youth Mayor)
· Members who attended provided updates regarding their experience. The Farmers Market documented 85 children that stopped by their table and noted having a steady stream of kids throughout the event. Members would also like to see photos from the event added to the next NVECAC PowerPoint to feature local ECAC activities. 
	3. [bookmark: _Hlk125038924] Activities and Ideas from the Strategic Planning



Local Children’s Day at City Hall
Have not moved forward for 2025, but looking to push out to April 2026. We will try to time along with school professional development days and/or at a time with school board meetings are occurring. 
Community Calendar, Council Information Tab, and Organization List 
We would like to discuss to the larger group exactly what we want to keep on the calendar since we have much less staff time available to maintain and add regular updates. 
Updates requested to the website during the August meeting are still in progress. 

	4. Coalition & Project Updates



NV ECAC Updates
They are holding a Strategic Planning meeting on October 27 and 28, 2025. There is a call to focus on how they would like local ECACs to better align activities with the state plan. 
· Amanda requested any feedback or information from the group they would like to be shared at the meeting. Members discussed the importance of better alignment. 
· Please send any updates or information you would like to be shared to Amanda by 10/24/25: Amanda.haboush@unlv.edu 
Here is the new site for the strategic plans/reports: https://nic.unlv.edu/nvecac-needs-assessment/
Sabrina also shared that Leadership meetings will take place more often. Currently working on annual planning to report policy priorities and recommendations to the Governor. They will also include accomplishments and achievements from this year. Recommendations (draft) include: Childcare access and affordability, workforce support and compensation, systems support and alignment, and family engagement. The Finance and Policy committee are spearheading the activities for strategic planning.
Additional NV ECAC meeting information and minutes from previous ECAC meetings are available on the NECAC website: http://nvecac.com/meeting-information/ along with the local ECAC and partner summary report.

NV Early Childhood Obesity Prevention Plan (NECOP)
September was Childhood Obesity Prevention Month – with funds from the state, we were able to advertise the toolkit and awareness messaging. The 2024 Youth Mayor created a commercial to promote outdoor play, which was also promoted throughout the month. DPBH is currently in a holding pattern with grants for the upcoming year, and we are currently not refunded for next year. Strategic Planning is coming up and will be examining realignment for next year. 
The group was renamed to avoid focusing on stigmatizing words (obesity) and rather promote positive ways to encourage activity
· NV EC Healthy Style Workgroup
Also working with DCFS along with DPBH and the Board of Health to make changes to administrative codes. They have given positive feedback to move forward, but changes will not be 
We have many fliers and brochures already printed and ready for distribution. Please let us know if you would like us to drop off some for your organizations to hand out!
· For more information, please visit https://nic.unlv.edu/nechl/

	5. Afterschool & Out-Of-School Time Programming



Nevada Afterschool Network Updates
The 2026 Nevada Afterschool Showcase/McKinney Vento & Foster Care Summit will be held at the Tuscany Suites Resort Casino in Las Vegas on February 26th and 27th.  The call for proposals is now open and the deadline to submit is November 15th.  Invitations to be an exhibitor will be released by the end of October.  

	6. Community Resources & Events


[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]
Head Start: Maintaining enrollment plan – currently at 97% and looking to uphold through November! They love the Nevada Ready program, but have found that they struggle with QRIS ratios for 3-year-olds. It is difficult to find enough to enroll and then when they do, it limits the overall number of remaining spots available. Guidance for staffing, ratios, and whether to have mixed classrooms differs between Head Start and NV Ready
SNHD Home Visiting: NFP and Early Start Home Visiting – new moms or children under 12mo. They’ll be partnered with someone to go to the home to provide education, resources, and support. Launched new fatherhood program this past February! They also do screening for developmental milestones. For more information, questions, or to refer a family for visiting, please contact Susie: 702-759-0892
Waterford: Supports ECE for birth through 2yo. Amanda attended recent conference in Utah as part of an early learning panel. Focusing on how we can do this work together without duplicating efforts or services. 
NevAEYC: The next conference will be held April 23-25, 2026 at The Nugget in Sparks. The call for presentation proposals is now open – the deadline to submit a proposal is 10/31/25. Additional details and instructions for submission are attached. 

	7. Other Updates



· The current Preschool Development Grant with NICRP may receive a no-cost 3-month extension (but no additional funds). 

	2025 Meeting Schedule



A proposed scheduled for 2026 was shared and temporarily approved by the group in attendance:
· January 21
· April 15
· July 15
· October 21
Please let Amanda know if you would like to host one (or more) of these meetings at your site!
· Laura Brown willing to host January meeting at the Lorenze location of Acelero


10.15.25 MEETING ATTENDEES
	Name
	Organization
	Email
	Present

	Aaron Sheets
	Hopelink
	aaron@link2hope.org
	

	Alisha Byrne
	Sunrise Children's Foundation
	alishab@sunrisechildren.org 
	

	Amanda Brown
	Southern Nevada Health District
	brown@snhdmail.org
	

	Amanda Haboush-Deloye
	UNLV - NICRP
	amanda.haboush@unlv.edu
	YES

	Amanda Harding
	Children's Cabinet
	amandah5678@gmail.com
	

	Angela Hamilton
	Clark County Library District
	angela.hamilton@thelibrarydistrict.org
	

	Angela Lawson
	Acelero Learning
	alawson@acelero.net
	

	Angela Rose
	City of Las Vegas – Department of Youth Development and Social Initiatives
	arose@lasvegasnevada.gov
	

	Angelique N Burton 
	UNR Extension
	angeliqueburton@unr.edu
	

	Ann Polakowski
	Division of Child and Family Services
	apolakowski@dcfs.nv.gov
	

	Anne Lindsay
	UNR Cooperative Extension Services - Exercise Physiologist
	lindsaya@unce.unr.edu
	

	Annette Dawson
	Children's Advocacy Alliance
	annette.dawson@caanv.org
	YES

	Arealia Denby
	Inter-Tribal Council of Nevada Inc.
	asaviour@hotmail.com
	

	Brennan White
	MADD - Mothers Against Drunk Driving
	Brennan.White@madd.org
	

	Caitlin Stapley
	Boys Town
	caitlin.stapley@boystown.org
	

	Carrie Paldi
	Creative Kids Learning
	Carrie@creativekidslearningcenter.com
	

	Charisse Sauls
	Inter-Tribal Council of Nevada Inc. CCDF
	csauls@itcn.org
	

	Chelsea Bishop
	Act4Kids NV
	
	

	Chris Mitchell
	Nevada HAND
	cmitchell@nevadahand.org
	

	Claire Tredwell
	University of Nevada, Las Vegas
	claire.tredwell@unlv.edu
	

	Danielle Holmes
	Children's Cabinet
	dholmes@childrenscabinet.org
	

	Dawn Davidson
	UNLV - NICRP
	dawn.davidson@unlv.edu
	

	Deserea Quintana
	Inter-Tribal Council of Nevada Inc. CCDF
	desereaquintana@gmail.com
	

	Dominique Christion
	Special Olympics Nevada
	dominiquec@sonv.org
	

	Doris Guvar
	Teach for America - Las Vegas
	doris.guvar@teachforamerica.org
	

	Elika Nematian
	UNR Extension
	Enematian@unr.edu
	

	Emilee Wirshing
	Library District
	emilee.wirshing@thelibrarydistrict.org
	

	Emily Warren
	University of Nevada, Las Vegas - MSW Student
	emilywarren@gmail.com
	

	Ethel Chambers
	Children's Cabinet
	echambers@childrenscabinet.org
	

	Fatima Taylor
	Nevada Early Intervention Services
	ftaylor@adsd.nv.gov
	

	Gabby Sanchez
	Candelen
	gsanchez@candelen.org
	

	Gabriela Buccini
	University of Nevada, Las Vegas
	gabriela.buccini@unlv.edu
	

	Gemma Ortega
	Boys Town
	 
	

	Glenda Billingsley
	North Las Vegas Library
	billingsleyg@cityofnorthlasvegas.com
	

	Harry Mong
	Special Olympics Nevada
	harrym@sonv.org
	

	Heidi Petermeier
	UNR Cooperative Extension Services – Partners in Parenting
	petermeierh@unce.unr.edu
	

	Hira Ahmed
	UNR Extension
	hiraa@unr.edu
	

	Iris Malave
	Children's Cabinet
	imalave@childrenscabinet.org
	

	Ivette Nunez
	Children's Cabinet
	inunez@childrenscabinet.org
	

	Jackie Rodriguez
	Inter-Tribal Council of Nevada Inc. CCDF
	jrodriguez@itcn.org
	

	Jacquelyn Camarena
	Boys Town
	jacquelyn.camarena@boystown.org
	

	Jennifer Butler
	Las Vegas Urban League
	jbutler@lvul.org
	

	Jennifer Tseu
	Nevada Early Intervention Services
	jtseu@adsd.nv.gov
	

	Jessica Russell
	Vegas PBS
	jrussell@vegaspbs.org
	

	John Cregg
	NevAEYC
	john@nevaeyc.org
	

	Julie Houchins
	United Way of Southern Nevada
	julieah@uwsn.org
	

	Kristin Aviles
	HopeLink of Southern Nevada
	Kristin@link2hope.org
	

	Kylie Ansorge
	UNR Extension
	kansorge@unr.edu
	YES

	Lakeesia Lowery
	Southern Nevada Health District
	lowery@snhd.org
	

	Laura Brown
	Acelero Head Start
	lbrown@acelero.net
	YES

	Leah Guev
	East Valley Family Services
	leah@evfs.org
	

	Leslie Nelson
	Clark County School District - SRCL
	unlvnelson@gmail.com
	

	Lisa Carman
	Division of Child and Family Services
	lcarman@dcfs.nv.gov
	

	M. Amaris Knight
	UNLV - NICRP
	m.amaris.knight@unlv.edu
	YES

	Maleeni Singh
	United Way of Southern Nevada
	MaleeniS@uwsn.org
	

	[bookmark: _Hlk183162227]Margaret Bourgon
	United Way of Southern Nevada
	MargaretB@uwsn.org
	YES

	May Caparas
	Acelero EHS & HC
	mcaparas@acelero.net
	

	Mayte Heredia
	Vegas PBS
	mheredia@vegaspbs.org
	

	Minerva Perez
	Children's Cabinet
	mperez@childrenscabinet.org
	

	Nichol Tullis
	UNR Cooperative Extension Services
	tullisn@unce.unr.edu
	

	Nicole Hansen
	UNR Extension
	hansenn@unr.edu
	

	Nina Taylor
	Nevada HAND
	ntaylor@nevadahand.org
	

	Octavia
	Root Child Care
	
	

	Pam Ortega
	Boys Town
	
	

	Pitchaya Pattasema 
	Southern Nevada Health District - OCDPHP
	pattasema@snhd.org
	

	Prashanti Bollu
	Roseman University of Health Sciences
	pbollu@roseman.edu
	

	Rox Cristobal
	United Way of Southern Nevada
	Raquelc@uwsn.org
	\

	Ryan Henson
	HopeLink of Southern Nevada
	R.Henson@link2hope.org
	

	Sabrina Jones
	Nevada Department of Education
	sabrina.jones@doe.nv.gov
	YES

	Savannah Quintero
	Nevada HAND
	squintero@nevadahand.org
	

	Shanell Townsend
	United Way of Southern Nevada
	shanellt@uwsn.org
	

	Shannon Cole
	East Valley Family Services
	shannon@evfs.org
	

	Shin Silver
	UNLV/CSUN Preschool
	Shin.silver@unlv.edu
	

	Sonya Hunte
	Waterford
	sonyahunte@waterford.org
	

	Susan Crutchfield
	Southern Nevada Community Health Center
	crutchfield@snhd.org
	YES

	Tara Phebus
	City of Henderson
	tara.phebus@cityofhenderson.com
	

	Tawanda Romo
	St. Rose Hospital
	Tawanda.romo@dignityhealth.org
Tawanda.mcintosh@dignityhealth.org
	

	Teresa Byington
	UNR Cooperative Extension Services
	byingtont@unce.unr.edu
	

	Tiarha Huerta
	Waterford
	tiarhahuerta@waterford.org
	YES

	Tiffany Alston
	Sunrise Children's Foundation
	tiffany@sunrisechildren.org
	

	Tricia Braxton
	UNR Extension
	tbraxtonperry@unr.edu
	

	Warren Evans
	Las Vegas Urban League
	wevans@lvul.org
	

	Yaebin Kim
	UNR Cooperative Extension Services
	kimy@unce.unr.edu
	

	Yvonne Jacob
	Acelero EHS & HC
	yjacob@acelero.net
	



