Southern Nevada Early Childhood Advisory Council
Minutes from August 20, 2025– Virtual Meeting
List of attendees provided at the end of the minutes
	1. [bookmark: _Hlk138161429]Welcome & Introductions


The meeting began with a welcome greeting from M. Amaris Knight, filling in for Amanda Haboush-Deloye. Members gave brief introductions of themselves and their agency/organization. 

	2. Strong Start Updates


[bookmark: _Hlk143170475]Advocacy Ambassadors
· Annette Dawson Owens provided an update on the current cohort of ambassadors. They are currently wrapping up and have 2 more meetings plus a planned in-person event in October. The October event is open to all current and past Strong Start Ambassadors, but may move to a virtual setting if that is needed by participants. 
· CAANV is receiving requests from federal representatives to share early childhood stories, which they are soliciting from current and past ambassadors.
· CAANV has a new Executive Director – Elisa Cafferata. 

Clark County Youth Mayor 
· No updates available. 

17th Annual Step Up for Kids Event 2024 
Date and location finalized! October 11th, 9am-12pm Pearson Community Center. Amanda is meeting with them on 8/27 to review the space and will know if we need to adjust the time but so far we are good to go. We are partnering with Commissioner McCurdys' office to host the event. We are figuring out what that means but hopefully it will help increase attendance at the event. 
The call for tables should be out sometime during the week of 8/25. During the meeting on 8/27, we will determine how many tables will be able to fit in the space. We still need a way to fund food, but we will make it available at the event. 
· Anticipated reach for handouts or other materials to give to families = 150
· One member mentioned that Cane’s was present at a recent back to school event providing food and drinks and may be worth reaching out to. 
Farmer’s market is good to go! Kylie from UNR mentioned they may switch the format this year to 2 fruits and 2 vegetables. 
We can still have the screen free zone, but just need to determine if it will be in the main room or a separate space. 
We have not reached out to set up any screenings since it has taken so long to find a location. 
· Kylie mentioned they are hosting their Kickoff to Kindergarten event soon which will include screenings for young children. She will share list of screening partners with Amanda. 
Costume Contest – we are looking for new ways to judge the contest this year, as a way to make it more fun. Some ideas from the group included:
· Providing multiple awards (i.e. Most Colorful, Most Creative, etc.)
· Other categories suggested by the group included: Best Parent & Kid or Best Duo, Best Healthy Food, Best Book Character, Best Animal
· The group agreed categories should be announced in advance
· The number of categories would depend on the number of prizes available. We need help identifying potential donors. 
· Instead of judging, maybe have kids put their name into a jar for the category they hope to win and the winner is pulled randomly from that jar. 
	3. [bookmark: _Hlk125038924] Activities and Ideas from the Strategic Planning



Local Children’s Day at City Hall
Children’s Day was completed in North Las Vegas.
Annette has strong connections with Henderson mayor and will connect them with Amanda to gauge interest determine a timeline for a potential Children’s Day in Henderson. 
Community Calendar, Council Information Tab, and Organization List 
The group requested to add a link to a Google form to submit event information to the SNECAC calendar so people can send it in whenever they have info and not wait until a meeting or remember to email. 
The group discussed how there is currently not an easy way to figure out how to join SNECAC. It was suggested the process be more clearly described on the website and easier to find. 
If you know of new people to add or notice any outdated information, please email us, and we'll make the necessary updates.
· Review and update Donate button. 

	4. Coalition & Project Updates



NV ECAC Updates
They are finalizing their contract with the company hired to do their strategic plan. They should know by next week the dates for their planning meeting and will also be able to share who was hired to do that work. They are working to figure out how to transition out of having PDG 5 funds as of December 2025 which includes funding for SNECAC.
The previous NV ECAC meeting was held on Wednesday, July 16th at 9:00 am. Additional meeting information and minutes from previous ECAC meetings are available on the NECAC website: http://nvecac.com/meeting-information/ along with the local ECAC and partner summary report.

NV Early Childhood Obesity Prevention Plan (NECOP)
We put out the Breastfeeding social media toolkit for August, please use it! We will release the EC Obesity prevention one next week to use for the month of September. We also redid our brochure to reduce stigmatizing language and renamed the workgroup. We will email out the final product. They are on this page:  https://nic.unlv.edu/necop/health-and-wellness-resources/
For more information, please visit Nevada Early Childhood Obesity Prevention Workgroup - NICRP (unlv.edu)
	5. Afterschool & Out-Of-School Time Programming



Nevada Afterschool Network Updates
The 2026 Nevada Afterschool Showcase/McKinney Vento & Foster Care Summit will be held at the Tuscany Suites Resort Casino in Las Vegas on February 26th and 27th.  A call for proposals and invitations to be an exhibitor will be released in September.  

	6. Community Resources & Events


[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]
The Health Kids Festival is scheduled for September 13th from 11am-2pm. They are still accepting tables and volunteers. They are also looking for donations to support raffle prizes for the event. If anyone is interested in donating a raffle item, being an exhibitor, or volunteering, they can email healthykidsfestival@unr.edu or Kylie, kansorge@unr.edu. 
CAANV recently hosted a Health & Human Services Network Event to release the Nevada Child & Family Data Book. Online versions will be ready to release soon and will be available on the CAANV website. 
Special Olympics NV has launched an initiative to be more present in “urban areas” to promote awareness of available support from SONV. They will bring activities for kids to do at events and want to be more involved in the community. To learn more or invite them to an upcoming event, please contact Dominique: dominique@sonv.org 

	7. Other Updates



None at this time. 

	2025 Meeting Schedule



The final meeting of 2025 will take place on Wednesday, 10/15 at 12pm. 


11.20.24 MEETING ATTENDEES
	Name
	Organization
	Email
	Present

	Aaron Sheets
	Hopelink
	aaron@link2hope.org
	

	Alisha Byrne
	Sunrise Children's Foundation
	alishab@sunrisechildren.org 
	

	Amanda Brown
	Southern Nevada Health District
	brown@snhdmail.org
	

	Amanda Haboush-Deloye
	UNLV - NICRP
	amanda.haboush@unlv.edu
	

	Amanda Harding
	Children's Cabinet
	amandah5678@gmail.com
	

	Angela Hamilton
	Clark County Library District
	angela.hamilton@thelibrarydistrict.org
	

	Angela Lawson
	Acelero Learning
	alawson@acelero.net
	

	Angela Rose
	City of Las Vegas – Department of Youth Development and Social Initiatives
	arose@lasvegasnevada.gov
	

	Angelique N Burton 
	UNR Extension
	angeliqueburton@unr.edu
	

	Ann Polakowski
	Division of Child and Family Services
	apolakowski@dcfs.nv.gov
	

	Anne Lindsay
	UNR Cooperative Extension Services - Exercise Physiologist
	lindsaya@unce.unr.edu
	

	Annette Dawson
	Children's Advocacy Alliance
	annette.dawson@caanv.org
	YES

	Arealia Denby
	Inter-Tribal Council of Nevada Inc.
	asaviour@hotmail.com
	

	Brennan White
	MADD - Mothers Against Drunk Driving
	Brennan.White@madd.org
	

	Caitlin Stapley
	Boys Town
	caitlin.stapley@boystown.org
	

	Carrie Paldi
	Creative Kids Learning
	Carrie@creativekidslearningcenter.com
	

	Charisse Sauls
	Inter-Tribal Council of Nevada Inc. CCDF
	csauls@itcn.org
	

	Chelsea Bishop
	Act4Kids NV
	
	YES

	Chris Mitchell
	Nevada HAND
	cmitchell@nevadahand.org
	

	Claire Tredwell
	University of Nevada, Las Vegas
	claire.tredwell@unlv.edu
	

	Danielle Holmes
	Children's Cabinet
	dholmes@childrenscabinet.org
	

	Dawn Davidson
	UNLV - NICRP
	dawn.davidson@unlv.edu
	

	Deserea Quintana
	Inter-Tribal Council of Nevada Inc. CCDF
	desereaquintana@gmail.com
	

	Dominique Christion
	Special Olympics Nevada
	dominiquec@sonv.org
	

	Doris Guvar
	Teach for America - Las Vegas
	doris.guvar@teachforamerica.org
	

	Elika Nematian
	UNR Extension
	Enematian@unr.edu
	

	Emilee Wirshing
	Library District
	emilee.wirshing@thelibrarydistrict.org
	

	Emily Warren
	University of Nevada, Las Vegas - MSW Student
	emilywarren@gmail.com
	

	Ethel Chambers
	Children's Cabinet
	echambers@childrenscabinet.org
	

	Fatima Taylor
	Nevada Early Intervention Services
	ftaylor@adsd.nv.gov
	

	Gabby Sanchez
	Candelen
	gsanchez@candelen.org
	

	Gabriela Buccini
	University of Nevada, Las Vegas
	gabriela.buccini@unlv.edu
	

	Gemma Ortega
	Boys Town
	 
	

	Glenda Billingsley
	North Las Vegas Library
	billingsleyg@cityofnorthlasvegas.com
	

	Harry Mong
	Special Olympics Nevada
	harrym@sonv.org
	

	Heidi Petermeier
	UNR Cooperative Extension Services – Partners in Parenting
	petermeierh@unce.unr.edu
	

	Hira Ahmed
	UNR Extension
	hiraa@unr.edu
	

	Iris Malave
	Children's Cabinet
	imalave@childrenscabinet.org
	

	Ivette Nunez
	Children's Cabinet
	inunez@childrenscabinet.org
	

	Jackie Rodriguez
	Inter-Tribal Council of Nevada Inc. CCDF
	jrodriguez@itcn.org
	

	Jacquelyn Camarena
	Boys Town
	jacquelyn.camarena@boystown.org
	

	Jennifer Butler
	Las Vegas Urban League
	jbutler@lvul.org
	

	Jennifer Tseu
	Nevada Early Intervention Services
	jtseu@adsd.nv.gov
	

	Jessica Russell
	Vegas PBS
	jrussell@vegaspbs.org
	

	John Cregg
	NevAEYC
	john@nevaeyc.org
	

	Julie Houchins
	United Way of Southern Nevada
	julieah@uwsn.org
	

	Kristin Aviles
	HopeLink of Southern Nevada
	Kristin@link2hope.org
	

	Kylie Ansorge
	UNR Extension
	kansorge@unr.edu
	YES

	Lakeesia Lowery
	Southern Nevada Health District
	lowery@snhd.org
	YES

	Laura Brown
	Acelero Head Start
	lbrown@acelero.net
	

	Leah Guev
	East Valley Family Services
	leah@evfs.org
	

	Leslie Nelson
	Clark County School District - SRCL
	unlvnelson@gmail.com
	

	Lisa Carman
	Division of Child and Family Services
	lcarman@dcfs.nv.gov
	

	M. Amaris Knight
	UNLV - NICRP
	m.amaris.knight@unlv.edu
	YES

	Maleeni Singh
	United Way of Southern Nevada
	MaleeniS@uwsn.org
	

	[bookmark: _Hlk183162227]Margaret Bourgon
	United Way of Southern Nevada
	MargaretB@uwsn.org
	

	May Caparas
	Acelero EHS & HC
	mcaparas@acelero.net
	

	Mayte Heredia
	Vegas PBS
	mheredia@vegaspbs.org
	

	Minerva Perez
	Children's Cabinet
	mperez@childrenscabinet.org
	

	Nichol Tullis
	UNR Cooperative Extension Services
	tullisn@unce.unr.edu
	

	Nicole Hansen
	UNR Extension
	hansenn@unr.edu
	

	Nina Taylor
	Nevada HAND
	ntaylor@nevadahand.org
	

	Octavia
	Root Child Care
	
	YES

	Pam Ortega
	Boys Town
	
	YES

	Pitchaya Pattasema 
	Southern Nevada Health District - OCDPHP
	pattasema@snhd.org
	

	Prashanti Bollu
	Roseman University of Health Sciences
	pbollu@roseman.edu
	

	Rox Cristobal
	United Way of Southern Nevada
	Raquelc@uwsn.org
	\

	Ryan Henson
	HopeLink of Southern Nevada
	R.Henson@link2hope.org
	

	Sabrina Jones
	Nevada Department of Education
	sabrina.jones@doe.nv.gov
	

	Savannah Quintero
	Nevada HAND
	squintero@nevadahand.org
	

	Shanell Townsend
	United Way of Southern Nevada
	shanellt@uwsn.org
	

	Shannon Cole
	East Valley Family Services
	shannon@evfs.org
	

	Shin Silver
	UNLV/CSUN Preschool
	Shin.silver@unlv.edu
	

	Sonya Hunte
	Waterford
	sonyahunte@waterford.org
	

	Susan Crutchfield
	Southern Nevada Community Health Center
	crutchfield@snhd.org
	

	Tara Phebus
	City of Henderson
	tara.phebus@cityofhenderson.com
	

	Tawanda Romo
	St. Rose Hospital
	Tawanda.romo@dignityhealth.org
Tawanda.mcintosh@dignityhealth.org
	

	Teresa Byington
	UNR Cooperative Extension Services
	byingtont@unce.unr.edu
	

	Tiarha Huerta
	Waterford
	tiarhahuerta@waterford.org
	YES

	Tiffany Alston
	Sunrise Children's Foundation
	tiffany@sunrisechildren.org
	

	Tricia Braxton
	UNR Extension
	tbraxtonperry@unr.edu
	

	Warren Evans
	Las Vegas Urban League
	wevans@lvul.org
	

	Yaebin Kim
	UNR Cooperative Extension Services
	kimy@unce.unr.edu
	

	Yvonne Jacob
	Acelero EHS & HC
	yjacob@acelero.net
	



